CHAPTER IV
THE RAILWAY INVASION OF CANADA
THE news of the victory of Stephenson's "Rocket" in
the historic railway locomotive contest at Rainhill on the
Liverpool & Manchester railway in 1829 scarcely had
filtered round the world, when the idea of transporting
passengers and merchandise by steam power along two
parallel rails occupied the earnest attention of enterprising
spirits in Canada. They realised that the new method of
locomotion was certain to play an important part in the
opening up of British North America. As a result of
deliberations, a small body of prominent business men
in Montreal applied for a charter to construct a railway
from La Prairie to St. John's in the province of Quebec,
which was granted in 1832 under the seal of William IV,
It was an unpretentious enterprise, for the projected line
was only some fourteen miles in length. It was named
the Champlain & St. Lawrence railway, the idea being to
link Lake Champlain, whence New York could be reached
by water, with the St, Lawrence. The first section of the
line was opened in 1836, though it was not operated by
steam. The rails were of wood, and the vehicles were
hauled by horses. This system obtained for only one year,
however. The first winter sufficed to demonstrate to those
concerned with the enterprise that such primitive methods
were far from satisfactory. Consequently the (< wooden
flanges/* as the rails constituting the track were called,
were torn up to make way for iron rails, and the steam-
engine took the place of the animal motor.
A year or two later the objective of the promoters was
attained. Lake Champlain was brought into communica-
tion with the St. Lawrence at Montreal by a railway some
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